
 

2020 STANLEY SLIPPER GOLD MEDAL AWARD 

The Stanley Slipper Gold Medal is amongst the highest honours awarded by the Canadian Society of Petroleum 

Geologists. The medal is presented annually for outstanding contributions to petroleum exploration and development 

either in Canada or by Canadian-based petroleum geologists working internationally. The contributions of the winner of 

this award may encompass one or more activities including initiating and/or leading exploration or development programs, 

making significant discoveries on new or existing exploration trends, applying new technologies to exploration and 

exploitation, and teaching and/or training of petroleum geologists. In contrast to other C.S.P.G. awards, the Stanley 

Slipper Gold Medal Award recognizes, in part, accomplishments in business and in the broader petroleum industry 

through the application of the knowledge of petroleum geology. The award is limited to individuals. Candidates must be 

alive at the time of their selection. The winner must be a petroleum geologist and a C.S.P.G. member. 

 

The recipient of the Stanley Slipper Medal for 2020 is Dean E. G. Potter. Well known 

in the Saskatchewan oil and gas industry, Dean has distinguished himself over 40 

years with his prolific prospect generation and new pool discoveries in the mature 

basins in western Canada and the United States. During his career, Dean 

demonstrated a high level of entrepreneurship, having founded several successful 

exploration companies. Since 1980, he has excelled at combining a passion for 

learning all aspects of oil and gas exploration and business development while 

always maintaining his roots in a passion for looking at rocks.   

Dean’s work on depositional and diagenetic models for the Ordovician Red River 

dolomite play opened a new chapter of exploration in Saskatchewan. He also led the 

application of frac technology to exploit conventional Midale reservoirs in horizontal 

wells in Saskatchewan. Today, Dean is rewriting the sequence stratigraphic geology 

of the Frobisher/Alida formations in the Canadian and U.S. portions of the Williston 

Basin, and applying his expertise on the impact of dissolution of the Prairie Evaporite Formation on hydrocarbon 

trapping. 

Dean was born in Regina, Saskatchewan in 1953 and grew up on a farm just outside Regina.  During his studies at the 

University of Regina for a B.Sc. (Honours) in Geology (1976) and a M.Sc. in Geology (1981), Dean spent seven summer 

field seasons in northern Saskatchewan, developing his exceptional observational skills while mapping for base metal 

mineral deposits.  He credits the geologists at the University of Regina and the Saskatchewan Department of Mineral 

Resources for providing excellent mentorship and stoking the fires of his geological knowledge.  

The mining industry was struggling in the late 1970s while western Canadian oil and gas industry opportunities were 

abundant. Dean realized that he should consider petroleum career options even though “I just could not imagine being 

an office geologist.” Although his university studies had involved structural-metamorphic terranes and economic 

geology, Dean did recall that his one petroleum geology course taught by Dr. Lawrence Vigrass had included mapping oil 

pools in Saskatchewan, and those studies had piqued his interest.   

In 1980, Dean made the transition to oil and gas exploration by joining Saskoil (Saskatchewan Oil and Gas Corp.) and 

began familiarizing himself with plays in the Midale, Frobisher, Birdbear and Red River formations in the Williston Basin 

of Saskatchewan and Manitoba. He yearned to be in the field during the summers until, one day, “the light went on”. 

Dean was caught in the excitement of the booming petroleum business and was hooked on finding new discoveries in oil 

and gas.  

Dean immersed himself in researching all aspects of sedimentary geology and made a concerted effort to dive into the 

literature about Williston Basin pools in the U.S. and Canada. Dean remembers, “My library of papers that I read and 

studied grew exponentially and soon my employer let me wander across the border to see what the grass was like on the  



 

other side of the fence. From that point onwards, I saw the basin as one geological feature with a small inconvenience of 

an international border. Soon I was pulling North Dakota play concepts into Canada and vice versa into the U.S.” Dean 

recalls making new discoveries later in Saskatchewan by using a characteristic isopach map that had been defined for 

reservoir mapping in Montana. Through conferences and industry meetings, he engaged in discussions with colleagues 

about the stratigraphy, play concepts and exploration that would build the solid foundation for his understanding of the 

petroleum potential of the Williston Basin. Keith Schneberger, a fellow Saskoil geologist and later a co-founder of two of 

Dean’s startup companies, noted this accomplishment was all the more extraordinary when placed in the context of a 

“pre- Accumap/Geoscout” era when well data, logs and basemaps were not accessible with the click of a mouse. 

Dean joined PreCambrian Shield Resources in Calgary in 1985 to see if he could put his ideas to work and explore for 

new pools in Saskatchewan and Alberta. Although low oil prices and the National Energy Program (NEP) had depressed 

the oil and gas industry, Dean compiled a prospect inventory that he was eventually able to start to drill. Keith recalls: 

“Dean used the Raymond Field in Montana as an analogue, which greatly assisted in developing the discovery of the 

Ordovician Minton Field and the Winnipegosis/Red River regional plays. Dean drilled several additional oil producers 

within this field and continued Red River exploration to the north of Minton.” Dean is also proud of his unique 

depositional and diagenetic model for the Mississippian Sherwood Formation, which led to the discovery of additional 

Sherwood area pools in what was considered a mature play. PreCambrian became Mark Resources and Dean reflects 

back on this time of his career as his foundation for learning to become a business leader.   

Dean’s work was recognized in 1991 by the industry when he was named Saskatchewan Oilman of the Year for the 

Minton oil discovery. Steve Halabura, a Saskatchewan consulting geologist, spoke about the importance of Dean’s 

contribution to the oil and gas industry in Saskatchewan: “This discovery reinvigorated the oilpatch’s interest in deep 

target exploration in southeastern Saskatchewan, resulting in millions of dollars flowing into Saskatchewan through 

further Ordovician exploration and discoveries, especially during the Red River boom of the 1990s.”  

Dean moved to Upton Resources in 1992 as V.P. Exploration. Dean directed Upton’s growth to over 5000 bopd in the 

Williston Basin. Keith recalls that Dean “continued to bring U.S. Williston Basin analogues into Canada for many years, 

[that] included core and facies studies for the Mississippian Bakken, Devonian Three Forks and Birdbear formations.” In 

1995, together with geologist Eric Strachan, the Gainsborough East Alida Pool was discovered in a mature portion of the 

Williston Basin. 

In 1998, Dean formed his own geological consulting company, Sito Geoconsulting Ltd. Poor markets had hit the industry 

again, so Dean used this time to further his technical studies, and present papers at conferences, core workshops and 

short courses on Willison Basin geology. Steve Halabura and Dean partnered together in 2000 to give a short course on 

the Middle Devonian Prairie Salt dissolution and collapse in the Williston Basin. Dean worked with many clients, 

mapping exploration prospects all over western Canada, U.S. Rockies and particularly in Alberta.  

His nights were spent working on his proprietary prospects. Dean recognized the benefits of selling his own prospects 

with an overriding royalty and he formed a royalty company, DPX, that still operates today. His prospects came from 

both sides of the border, as he expanded his repertoire to include the Bakken, Three Forks and Birdbear plays in North 

Dakota. Dean further refined his models about the interaction of the movement of basement structures, sequence 

stratigraphy, paleodepositional trends and diagenesis. 

In 2005, after a consulting project on the development of the Cretaceous Mubarek Pool, offshore Dubai, Dean was 

itching to get back to exploration in Saskatchewan. He founded a private start-up, Medora Resources Inc., and as C.E.O., 

hired a few of the exploration colleagues he had so admired from previous partnerships. Despite the intervening 

2008/2009 financial crisis and recession, they were successful at exploring and developing several assets in southeast 

Saskatchewan. In 2009, Medora Resources was sold to Glamis, which later became Legacy Oil and Gas.  

Dean immediately founded another private exploration company, Elkhorn Resources Inc., and his role as President and 

C.E.O. was coupled with his leadership of the exploration program. Elkhorn’s business plan focused on the tight  



 

Mississippian Midale play in southeast Saskatchewan, and the application of new frac technology. Cam Taylor, who 

worked for a partner company, says that Dean drove Elkhorn’s success in the Midale Formation by “his recognition of 

the complex stratigraphy, the false negatives of wet tight rocks and the potential for hydraulic fracturing” of the 

horizontal drilling campaign. Elkhorn’s production was over 4000 bopd at the time it was sold to Vermilion Energy Inc. in 

2014.  

In 2015, Dean co-founded a third private company, Burgess Creek Exploration Inc.  Under his leadership as Chairman, 

the company chased Saskatchewan plays, and drilled successful wells in the Midale Bryant Pool. More recently, he took 

on the role as C.E.O., a position he holds today, in addition to V.P. Exploration. Mandy Williams, a geologist working at 

Burgess Creek, says that Dean still is very much a hands-on geologist: “prospect generating, focusing on Mississippian 

and Devonian targets, while developing new ideas and models on Williston Basin deposition in Alida-Frobisher time and 

providing mentorship to the geoscience department”. 

In 2019, Dean was inducted into the Saskatchewan Petroleum Industry Hall of Fame in recognition of his outstanding 

contributions to the petroleum industry. The ceremony was attended by Premiers of both Saskatchewan and Alberta, as 

well as his family and colleagues.  

Dean’s expertise has been recognized and he has served as Technical Advisor to Camcor Partners and Steel Reef 

Infrastructure. Dean is also on the Board of Directors of Source Rock Royalties, a privately-held western Canadian oil and 

gas royalty company. 

Through all of Dean’s career, his passion for looking at the core and conceptualizing geological models has been a big 

part of his success, as well as an inspiration for the staff he managed. Many colleagues refer to his countless hours spent 

at the Regina Subsurface Geological Lab. Kenneth Grubbs, a longtime colleague and geophysicist from Colorado, says 

that Dean “has been out in front, not only in the way he led his own exploration programs at Mark, Upton, Medora and 

Burgess Creek, but publicly, sharing his innovative scientific insights with the rest of the exploration profession in 

Canada.”  Dean’s ability to recognize new potential in mature plays and to lead teams of professionals has led to success 

in every endeavour and company he has started.  

So many who have worked with Dean, including junior geologists, experienced colleagues and board members, share 

similar views about Dean’s superb technical leadership and mentorship. Dean says, “The most fulfilling aspect of my 

career was that in all these successful companies, I was able to indulge myself by combining management and 

administrative roles in the business ventures, while generating the exploration plays that made the companies 

successful.”  

The Saskatchewan awards given to Dean demonstrate the esteem in which he is held by his business and industry peers. 

In all aspects of conducting exploration and managing businesses, Dean has shown his ability to learn, to lead multi-

disciplinary teams, to create financially successful companies and to rise to the challenge, regardless of market 

conditions.   

Dean likes to give a lot of credit his family, his colleagues and his mentors, both technical and business. One particular 

geologist, Dr. Don Kissling from Colorado, showed Dean the importance of looking at all the facts before drawing 

conclusions. It’s a skill that Dean feels is very important in finding new prospects and plays. Dean is indebted to Ted 

Renner who taught him about the oil and gas business while at PreCambrian, and to Clark Crawford who taught Dean 

the business of selling drilling prospects for royalties at DPX. Glen Schmidt, a board member for both Medora and 

Elkhorn, points to Dean’s instinctive entrepreneurial drive and business skills, and states that Dean has a gift for building 

“an internal visualization of the projects… bringing business vision to his technical art.”  

Dean has advice for the young geologists today. “I recommend they get out of the office, look at the rocks in core and in 

the field, teach yourself to visualize the subsurface in three dimensions, exercise building an exploration model first, read  

 



 

the wealth of literature offered by talented geoscientists…look at all the facts before arriving at a conclusion. Whatever 

your passion, never let a day go by working as a petroleum geologist that is not fun”.  

Dean’s entrepreneurial drive and his lasting impact on the Saskatchewan oil industry through success, hands-on 

technical innovation and a passion for the rocks make him the deserving recipient of the C.S.P.G.’s Stanley Slipper 

Gold Medal for 2020. 

 

 

 


